RDYSL Informational Meeting

October 25, 2010

Question and Answer Session @ Batavia Middle School

Jeremy Havens, GASA President, opened the informational session by discussing the changes that will take place in the 2011 season. GASA will be registering teams to play in RDYSL (Rochester District Youth Soccer League).

(The RDYSL website contains reference information, and can be found at rdysl.com)

1.
Who is affected by this change?

This new affiliation is for the travel league, ages U11 and above. U6 through U10 divisions will continue to play recreational league and will not travel.

2.
What other towns are involved in RDYSL?
Teams include Livonia, Byron-Bergen, Rush-Henrietta, Hilton, Geneseo, Penfield, Mt. Morris, Spencerport, Pittsford, Churchville, Irondequoit, Fairport, Canandaigua, Bloomfield, Honeoye Falls, and Wayne.  

3.
Why are we registering teams in RDYSL as opposed to GYSL?
RDYSL offers a higher level of competition, and offers different divisions within each age group.  

About 90% of GASA registrants are from the Batavia City School District. For Section V Monroe County Division, our athletes compete against these towns/schools throughout their high school career.  We are looking to challenge our athletes and bring Batavia soccer to a higher level—even our most talented players are not at the level of other athletes in the league.

Some of our advanced players have not been signing up with our club in the past in order to gain these higher level-playing opportunities offered in RDYSL.

4.
Will there be an increase in costs?  Tournament fees?
There will be a slight increase in fees.  U11 and higher divisions incur more fees in a travel league (referees, uniforms, equipment and field lining expenses).

Costs are going up, but we are still a bargain for what we offer and what the kids get.  Our price is just to cover costs—we are not seeking a profit.

Will we have to pay tournament fees?  That will be a coaches’ discretion.  If they wish to enter, the coach can go to the parents and ask.  The GASA Board has supported these and has paid half the cost for tournaments, which have averaged out to about $10 a kid.

5.
Will there be an increase in travel?  Are there East / West divisions?  If parents work, will they be able to get their kids to the games on time?
All teams will play a typical 12-game schedule (6 home games, 6 away games).  In our current system, our teams travel to Lyndonville, Mt. Morris, and Attica.  With RDYSL, we will be traveling to different towns as determined by the schedule.
There are no “location” divisions—divisions are solely based on the strength of your team.  Normally, there are 7 or more teams in a division, so a Batavia team would play every team once and up to 5 teams twice.  REMEMBER—you will not be traveling to more than 6 games.  Our home games will be scheduled for the Batavia Turf Fields as they were in the 2010 season.

Parents who are concerned with getting their kids to an away game have managed to work this out in the past.  Other parents are always willing to take kids if necessary.  If students have played at a modified level, their games begin at 4 p.m.  This is no different than getting your child to a school activity or making arrangements for rides.  
6.
What would the typical schedule look like?
Season dates are from May to mid-July.  No playoffs—the team with the most points (based on win-loss record) wins the division.

The coaches determine the actual game start time.  The home team can speak with the away team and ask for a change of time or date once the preliminary schedule comes out.  It is entirely up to the coach to set the schedule.  Coach can contact the team members and ask for no play dates (prom, SAT exams, concerts, etc…), and then work with the other coach to find a time and date that fits.  This league is more coach-driven than board-driven.

7. What determines the division we play within RDYSL, and how are our GASA teams selected?

Teams enter RDYSL at a lower division level (Division 3 or 4, depending on how many teams are registered), and can move up through the divisions based on win/loss record from the previous season.


Rosters are submitted to the league, and teams are subsequently placed into a division.  Ideally, players will be with comparable players.  If we have more than one team at an age level, we can have one team at Division 4, and one at Division 3.  We will most likely have only one team at each age level—normally there hasn’t been a need for more than one team at the upper age levels.

How do we know what level our players are at?  Coaches evaluate all players at the end of the season.  It is not a foolproof system, but it has worked best for the past ten
What determines the division we play within RDYSL, and how are our GASA teams selected? (continued)

years.  Our Board has a history with these kids—we know these players and their abilities.  Team selections will be completed following the registration process and rosters will be submitted to RDYSL as soon as they are finalized. 

Registration is done through our own club as in the past (can be done online at gasabatavia.org); and runs until January 15th, 2011.

8. Are the age groups the same as in the past?  Do they stay in the same division from year to year?
RDYSL offers divisions at each age level (U11, U12, U13, U14, U15, and U16), and then U17-U19.  Age level is determined by age as of August 1st. 
We hope to have a team at each level, dependant upon our registration numbers.  We would like to focus on being age-specific, and RDYSL allows us to do that.  We want to avoid having a 13 year old having to play up (say on a U16 team) because there is not an age-appropriate level team for him/her.  Teams can carry a maximum of 18 players on the roster.
As a team progresses, they (U14) start at D4 and if successful, as a U15 team they could advance to D3.

9. How has GASA grown over the past few years?
In addition to increased registration numbers, GASA has continued to change and improve to keep up with soccer developments.  

a. There is more emphasis on coaches’ training:  all coaches have taken the New York State West Youth Module Training, and some coaches have received advanced training, obtaining E and D certification through New York State West, which is the governing organization for youth soccer in our region.
b. We continue to emphasize small-sided games to increase ball touches for each player.

c. We just completed a successful 3rd year of Fall Camp for ages 5 to 10.

d. GASA sponsored 4 teams this fall in the Livingston County League.  This provided more skills training and competition for players ages 8 through 11.
e. Many athletes in our system stay together year-round.  They participate in our summer program, continue to play together on school teams, and play weekly during the winter in the Y League.  

10.
Does my child have to play soccer during the winter months?
Some parents are afraid that kids will feel pressure from coaches to play soccer year-round.  That is not the intention of the GASA Board.  It is our hope that all kids will play or do something during the off-season, and not just sit home.  Even if they don’t play soccer for the indoor league, at least be active (swimming, basketball, hockey, etc…).

11.
    What if my child has other summer obligations (another sport?)?   

For the younger players just making the switch from U10 to U11, players and parents  must realize that this is now a developmental league and not a recreation league.  There must be a commitment by this age if they wish to play at an upper level.

12.
Are there changes being made to the Batavia Turf Fields next season?

Any changes to the Turf Fields are at the discretion of the Town Board and the landowners.  Paving was improved at the end of the season, and there are plans for another section to be paved in 2011.

There will be three more full-size fields added for the 2012 season.  Outside programs have used these fields (ODP, Empire Cup) and it can only get better.  There is the possibility of expanded another 40 acres if interest and support is there.  Community support letters are always welcome.
There is presently no shelter at the Turf Fields—this falls upon the Town Board.

Speed bumps—we do not own the property and therefore have no control.  Parents and community members must make their voices heard if there are concerns.

GASA provided the porta potties and lined the fields.  The Turf Farms mowed twice a week.  

These fields help us keep families in one place, instead of playing at fields all over the City.  In the past, some kids would not be able to play because siblings were in another location and parents couldn’t get all kids to all locations.
If there are any questions or concerns after reading this, please contact the GASA Board through our website:  www.gasabatavia.org
Thank you.

We educate our coaches—developmental league.  Kids and coaches alike need to develop.

Each age group goes by one year, until U17 to U19.  We want to avoid having a 13 year old playing up (say on a U16).  August 1st is the cut-off date for birth date.  (as of 7/31).

By going to these age groups, can we field the appropriate size teams?  There is nothing written in stone that we have to go with each age group.  Can only play 18 players maximum on the roster.  Leverage for coach—has to be commitment from the players.  

You are taking a step from rec to development league.  Commitment level should be there by this age level.

Discrepancy from what level girls at the middle and high school play at—monroe county league we are not compettive enough—this will help us to improve our skill level.

Kids are playing at the school that have never played before.  They get frustrated, don’t develop skills, and drop out.  We are trying to improve skill levels and promote growth. Multiple options of sports to compete in a t school in fall season (soccer, c-c, cheerleading, gymnastics, swimming, volleyball).

We have made changes and improvements:  small sided games; improved coaching levels.  We had significantly more numbers at the U10 level this year.  These kids progress in the league together and stay together as a team throughout their teen years.

Byron-Bergen plays in RDYSL, they have made the switch.  B-B is the pinnacle and they don’t put one team in GYSL.  

These teams in this league stay together.  The A and B level teams do.  The modified girls played this afternoon, and are now at the Y playing indoor soccer.  We are trying to do more for them in the off-season.  April and August are the only months that we don’t have practice or games.  We offered the fall league this year, fall camp.  Keep the ball at the kids’ feet.  19 weeks: 7 week fall season, 12 week winter season.

Thank you for offering opportunities for kids from outside school districts.  Migrant kids—trying to get those kids involved but cost is an issue.  Are there scholarship programs available?

Afraid the kids will feel pressure from coaches to have to play soccer all year long to develop.  Play something—just don’t sit home in the off-season.  Even if they don’t play soccer for indoor league, at least be active (whether it’s basketball, swimming, etc…)

Fines—how do these work?  Fine structure is very similar to the GYSL structure.  Zero tolerance policy and fine agreement are signed by all.  Fines may be higher, but rules are similar.  Forfeiture fee—there may be a rescheduling fee, but forfeiture fee should not be recouped from players.  Go to the RDYSL site and see the fine.  The BSC would absorb the fine (should it be an equipment fine), and would go to coach if there is a repeated problem.  Coaches will be aware of fines and keep an eye on equipment.

Pressure on kids—the moves we are making are to ensure that the best quality product is on the field.  Kids should not feel pressure to choose one sport over the other.

Is parking going to be improved?  Town Board decision ultimately:  parking, bathroom facilities, we always can use community support letters.  They did pave more towards the end of the year, looking to pave another section for next year.  This was an experiment—the Town and school district got this off the ground.  

Are there more fields for next year?  There will be 3 more full size fields for the 2012 season.  We are pushing for a 3 to 5 year lease.  

If you have been to Lakeville, Albion, there are hikes from the parking to the fields at many other places.

Outside programs came here to use these fields (ODP, Empire Cup) and it can only get better.  He can go back another 40 acres—we need to continue to support these and keep the town aware.

Is the shelter at the sports park?  We have no control over that—that falls upon the Town to act.

Complain about the speed bumps to the Town.  We don’t own any of the property—we have to keep the town current on issues and parents and community members have to inform the Town.

We provided the porta potties and lines the fields.  They mowed twice a week.  We need to find one place for families to have the kids together, instead of making kids choose and splitting up game nights.

Forfeitures:  can a game be rescheduled once the teams are there—you would pay an in-season scheduling change of $80.  As we get older, we have to stress commitment and dedication—to the parents as much as the kids.  Coach can manage that in advance if they know.  Discuss that it is your team—coach needs to set them at the first practice and inform the parents.

This league has been around for 40 years.  

Traffic could be an issue, not just the distance.  No traffic going to Lyndonville, but Webster could be the same distance plus traffic.

IT’S ONLY 6 AWAY GAMES.
Parents figure it out—kids might not ever be in the same location, but families work it out.

If kids play modified, they are traveling to schools to play at 4 p.m.  Time crunch for parents to get kids to games.

Change is minimal from GYSL to RDYSL.  We are changing for the betterment of the playing level of the kids.

We will know more by January when the registration process is complete.  Trying to improve communication between BSC and  parents.

Facility schedule is done by Ted Hawley that you can see what the field schedule is ahead of time.  Eteamz website.

